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A game between the 9-3 LSU Tigers with one of the
top passing offenses in the SEC and a ground game that
averages 200 yards per game and the 8-4 Iowa
Hawkeyes with a disciplined yet swarming defense that
was is ranked 7th in the nation and one of the top
defenses in the Big Ten Conference allowing only 18
points per game.

One advantage the Tigers offense may have is
that it is a balanced attack.  Boasting the best pass-
ing efficiency in the SEC they threw for more than
3,100 yards, mostly to standout WR Jarvis Landry
and Odell Beckham Jr. who combined for 132
catches and more than 2,200 yards and 18
touchdowns.  However they also gained more
than 2,400 yards on the ground thanks to RB
Jeremy Hill who rushed for 1,185 yards and
Terrence Magee who added 614 yards.   

While senior QB Zach Mettenberger
won’t be playing after tearing is ACL against
Arkansas in the final game of the season fresh-
man QB Anthony Jennings was the hero of the

day in that last game, leading the Tigers on a last
minute 99 yard drive to score the winning
touchdown, with a long pass at that, to pull
out the win. Still, will the freshman be able to
pick up where Mettenberger left off and keep

the Tiger offense roaring?

If you asked the Hawkeyes defense, especially one
MLB James Morris, the answer would be a resounding
“No.”  Morris, who is a first team All –Big Ten play-
er and a finalist for the Lott IMPACT Player of the
Year, notched 98 tackles and 4 interceptions,
including a team-high 14.5 tackles-for-a-loss and
5 sacks.  OLB Anthony Hitchens leads the team
with 102 tackles and has 13 tackles behind the

line and LB Christian Kirksey has 97 tackles.
Yes, that is three linebackers with more

than 95 tackles each.  
Of course Iowa can play offense

too.  The Hawkeyes average
almost 190 yards a game on the
ground, led by TB Mark

Weisman who has run for 938 yards on 209 carries for a 
4.5 average and 7 TDs.  And Damon Bullock and Jordan
Canzeri have combined for another 914 yards (467 and 447
respectively) rushing and 3 TDs.  

And while sophomore QB Jake Rudock only threw for
2,281 yards in the Hawkeye passing game, he completed
60.2% of his attempts and tossed18 TDs.  His favorite
target is WR Kevonte Martin-Manley, who caught 39
passes for 384 yards and 4 TDs.  Martin-Manley also led
the conference in punt returns.

Their challenge will be getting past the LSU
defense that was one of the best in the SEC.  It centers
around linebackers Lamin Barrow, D.J. Welter and
Kwon Alexander and ends Danielle Hunter and Jermauria
Rasco.  Barrow leads the team with 86 tackles, including 4.5
for losses and 1.5 sacks.  Welter has notched 74 tackles
and 1 sack, while Alexander had 6.5 tackles for loss
and 61 total stops.  Hunter and Rasco each reg-
istered 6.5 TFL and combined for 105 tackles
and 6 sacks.  

One thing is certain, both of these
teams are led by experienced, exception-
al coaches.  Kirk Ferentz is in his 15th
season as Hawkeye Head Coach where
he has 108 wins. He  was named National
Coach of the Year in 2002 and Big Ten Coach
of the Year in 2002, 2004 and 2009, joining
Hayden Fry, Bo Schembechler and Joe Paterno as
the only three-time recipients in history.  He guided
Iowa to Big Ten titles in 2002 and 2004.  

Les Miles is in his 9th season as LSU Head Coach
where he is 93-24 and the winningest coach in the SEC
over that period. He has won a National
Championship, two SEC titles,
appeared in two National
Championship games and won
five bowl games at LSU.  He
was named National Coach of
the Year in 2011.

So both LSU and Iowa
will be ready to play today.
The Tigers will mostly
count on its efficient
offense.  The
Hawkeyes will lean
heavily on its stout
defense. It should
be a great show.

The 2014 Outback Bowl will once again match two 
quality teams from the Big Ten and SEC in what could be 

a battle between offense and defense.  
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Chase Suite Hotel – Rocky Point
Deloitte Consulting – Charlotte, NC
Edward Jones – South Tampa Office

Mr. Garth Jackson
Legacy Equity & Trust

Lifetime Fitness – International Plaza
Muscati - VanLandingham Group at Morgan Stanley

Octagon Technology Services

New Sponsors

Our Newest Club Members

More than 800 Outback Bowl 
supporters got to meet the coaches from
the University of Iowa and Louisiana
State University at the DeBartolo
Contract Signing Party December 12th.  

After spending two hours doing
interviews with local media outlets Iowa
Head Coach Kirk Ferentz and LSU
Offensive Coordinator Cam Cameron
mingled with Outback Bowl Sponsors,
Club Members and their guests in the
East Club of Raymond James Stadium.  

Supporters also got to hear the
coaches speak while feasting on food
from Outback Steakhouse.  While Tiger
Head Coach Les Miles couldn’t attend 
in person he sent a message by tape.

Guests even got a chance to try on
those now famous Bloomin Onion and
Coconut Shrimp hats featured in the
Outback Steakhouse commercials.

The event was capped-off with the
coaches signing a ceremonial contract
agreeing to play in the bowl game on
New Year’s Day.
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Perhaps the most popular annual tradition of
Outback Bowl Week for thousands of visiting fans
is when they join the teams, college bands, cheer-
leaders and local residents for Clearwater Beach
Day.  This year’s event will be held Monday,
December 30th and feature performances by the
Iowa and LSUmarching bands and cheerleader
squads.  The day also includes live music on stage,
the Budweiser skydiving team, a tug-of-war contest
between the cheerleading squads, and even a pie
eating contest among fans. Fans will also
be able to take their picture in front of a
huge custom designed Outback Bowl
sand sculpture, as well as specially
designed dolphin statues.

Dozens of visiting and local media
typically cover the event as well with TV
footage of fans enjoying the beautiful
beaches of Pinellas County beamed
throughout the country.

All the festivities take place behind
the Hilton Clearwater Beach (just
north of Pier 60) and run from 11:30 AM
to about 4:00 PM.  Fans are encouraged
to arrive early for the best parking. Food
and drinks along with bowl merchandise

will be available for purchase.  The event is cosponsored
by Visit St Pete-Clearwater, the Clearwater
Regional Chamber of Commerce, the City of
Clearwater, the Hilton Clearwater Beach,
Clearwater Gas System, Allegiant Airlines, 
St Pete-Clearwater International Airport, 
and    95.7 The Beat FM radio.

For more information on the Outback Bowl and
Clearwater Beach Day go to www.OutbackBowl.com 
or call the Bowl office at 813-874-BOWL.

Outback Bowl fans will be able to 
rub elbows with Hawkeyes and Tigers
players when they head to Busch
Gardens on Friday, December 27th.
Each year the world famous 
theme park hosts the participating 
teams for a day at the park.

Players will mix with fans to enjoy
some of the best coasters in the world
along with shows and animal experiences.
So don’t be surprised if that big guy sitting
next to you on Sheikra with a death grip
on the handles is a famous All American
football player for one of the teams!
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2014 CLA250 shown in Polar Silver metallic paint with optional equipment. *MSRP excludes all options, taxes, title, registration, transportation charge and 
dealer prep. Options, model availability and actual dealer price may vary.  ©2013 Authorized Mercedes-Benz Dealers
For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com.

The car of your dreams is now the car of your reality. Introducing the unique 
Mercedes-Benz CLA. An uncompromising 4-door coupe that elevates 
pulses, drops jaws and causes double takes wherever it goes. Its muscular, 
seductive look is trumped only by its incredible price. Starting at just 
$29,900, the breakthrough CLA challenges you to rethink everything.

THE  
ALL-NEW CLA

STARTING AT 

29,900$ *

Set your soul free.
The all-new CLA.

  

www.suncoastmercedesbenz.com

Lokey Motor Company 
Clearwater

Fields Motorcars 
Lakeland

Crown Eurocars 
St. Petersburg

Mercedes-Benz of Sarasota 
Sarasota

Mercedes-Benz of Tampa 
Tampa 
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Tens-of-thousands of Outback Bowl fans will
once again ring in the New Year in Tampa’s Ybor City
historic district and at Channelside Bay Plaza on
December 31st.  The Outback Bowl New Year’s
Eve Parade Presented by Tampa General
Hospital will kick off the evening festivities at 5:30
PM. as about fifteen high school marching bands from
around the country will join the University of Iowa
and Louisiana State University bands, as well as,
numerous floats and other units as they travel along
famed 7th avenue. 

Immediately following the Parade both college
marching bands and their cheerleading squads will

then participate in a pep rally at the stage
on the corner of 14th St. and 7th avenue
where the groups will take turns firing 
up their fans.

At the conclusion of the pep rally
bowl fans who want to continue the

party have plenty of restaurants and other nightlife
options to choose from right there in Ybor, or they
can take a trolley ride or short drive to the downtown
waterfront for the “Light Up Tampa Bay” celebra-
tion at Channelside Bay Plaza.  This dynamic enter-
tainment complex on the downtown waterfront is
home to restaurants and night clubs such as
Splitsville.  The event will also feature live entertain-
ment throughout the night followed by a spectacular
midnight fireworks show over the waterfront.  

Fans can also make it a special evening at the
Florida Aquarium New Year’s Aqua Eve Party
from 9:00 PM – 1:00 AM featuring food buffets, com-
plimentary beer & wine, live entertainment and a great
view of the fireworks show, all for one inclusive price.

The Parade & Pep Rally is sponsored by Tampa
General Hospital, Bud Light, 970 WFLA, 620
WDAE, 93.3 FLZ FM and the City of Tampa.  For
more information on “Light Up Tampa Bay” at
Channelside Bay Plaza call (813) 223-4250, and to
purchase tickets to the Florida Aquarium New Year’s
Aqua Eve Party call (813) 273-4030 or go online to
www.FLAquarium.org.



DECEMBER 26 TEAM WELCOME CEREMONY
& OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE TEAM DINNER

Bowl officials, city officials and media greet the participating teams as
they enjoy a private welcome dinner from Outback Steakhouse at A
La Carte Pavilion. (Invitation only)

DECEMBER 27 BUSCH GARDENS 
TEAM OUTING**

Both teams and their fans will enjoy the unique blend of thrilling
rides, live shows and a premier zoo. Admission tickets are available at
buschgardens.com or at the front gate.  

DECEMBER 28 LADIES LUNCHEON
Spouses of both teams’ coaches will enjoy a special luncheon hosted
by Roy’s Hawaiian Cuisine Restaurant. (Private event)

PLAYERS HOSPITAL VISITS
Players and coaches from both teams will brighten the day for 
children at Tampa General Hospital (no fans please).

PLAYERS NIGHT AT SPLITSVILLE**
Join the teams as they enjoy the fun at Splitsville at Channelside.
Watch the teams compete off the field in a bowling challenge. Teams
only from 6:00-7:15 PM. Doors open to public at 7:15 P.M.

DECEMBER 29 TEAM NIGHT AT 
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING**

Both teams will attend the Tampa Bay Lightning NHL hockey game
against the New York Rangers at the Tampa Bay Times Forum in
downtown Tampa. Game time is 7:00 p.m. Tickets are available at
Ticketmaster or the Forum box office.

DECEMBER 30 CLEARWATER BEACH DAY**
Join the school marching bands and cheerleaders as they enjoy the
sun and beaches at the Hilton Clearwater Beach. Enjoy this fun day
which will also feature live music, skydivers, a tug-of-war and other
contests from 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 p.m.

Sponsored by Visit St Pete-Clearwater, The Clearwater Regional
Chamber of Commerce, the Hilton, Clearwater Gas System,
Allegiant Airlines, St Pete Clearwater International Airport, 95.7
the Beat and 93.3FLZ Radio.

METLIFE/MERCEDES BENZ GRIDIRON GALA
MetLife & Mercedes Benz host this prestigious evening for bowl VIP’s
and the college administrators at A La Carte Pavilion. Carrabba’s
Italian Grill, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar, A La Carte
Catering, Bonefish Grill & Outback Steakhouse provide a delectable
menu (By invitation only).

DECEMBER 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE PARADE 
& PEP RALLY PRESENTED 

BY TAMPA GENERAL HOSPITAL**
Eclectic Ybor City is the site of this festive celebration featuring the
Outback Bowl New Year’s Eve Parade and a pep rally by the college
marching bands & cheerleaders. The parade will feature floats and at
about fifteen marching bands from around the country! This free fam-
ily event is sponsored by Tampa General Hospital, Bud Light,
93.3FLZ Radio, 970 WFLA and 620 WDAE Radio and the City of
Tampa. Be there early. The Parade starts at 5:30 p.m. and runs along
7th Avenue.

DECEMBER 31 LIGHT UP TAMPA BAY 
& AQUA EVE**

Channelside will “Light Up Tampa Bay” on New Year’s Eve with live
entertainment and a midnight Fireworks Show and Ball Drop along
the downtown Tampa waterfront. Enjoy the numerous restaurants and
night spots at Channelside. For more information call Channelside at
(813) 223-4250. Watch the show from the Florida Aquarium New
Year’s “Aqua Eve” party featuring food buffet, drinks and live enter-
tainment for one price. Buy tickets at 813-273-4000 or online at
www.FLAquarium.org

JANUARY 1 MERCEDES BENZ 
CORPORATE TENT VILLAGE

More than 4,000 Bowl sponsors and VIP’s will enjoy a festive
pregame warm-up at the Mercedes Benz Corporate Tent Village with
a private brunch and entertainment near Raymond James Stadium
(Invitation only).

PREGAME BOWL BASH**
Bowl fans can warm-up for the big game with live music and a pep
rally, sponsored by Bright House Networks, The Tampa Tribune, Kia,
Sparkling Ice, Newsradio 970AM and 620 WDAE Radio. Food &
refreshments will be available for purchase. The fun begins at 10:00
a.m. on the south plaza between gates C & D, so come out early.

PREGAME SHOW**
Enjoy a colorful pregame show featuring the pageantry of high school
and college bands along with numerous special activities including a
flyover and skydivers. A popular Outback Bowl tradition you won’t
want to miss. Show time begins at 12:15 p.m.

OUTBACK BOWL 2014**
The Outback Bowl matching two of college football’s best teams from
the SEC and Big Ten Conference. Kickoff is scheduled for 1:00 p.m.
(Gates open 11:30 a.m.).

COCA-COLA ZERO HALFTIME SHOW
Wait until you see this colorful show featuring more than 3,500 
performers!

The Forte Group at
Morgan Stanley

®®
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Note: All events, locations, dates and times are subject 
to change. ** (indicates event open to general public all 
others are invitation-only)

Credit Brenda Nixon


