
Well friends, this year’s match-up has all
the signs of another “humdinger” as Keith
Jackson would say.  South Carolina comes
in with a No. 10 ranking and a 10-2 record
after surviving the gauntlet known as the
SEC where six, count them, six teams fin-
ished the season in the Top 10.  They will

square-off against No. 18 Michigan who is 8-4,
but who lost games to the No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3
teams in the AP Poll, three teams with a combined 36-
1 record.

The Wolverines can be explosive on offense, pri-
marily with do-everything playmaker Denard
Robinson.  Robinson not only was their primary
quarterback, but finished the season rushing and
scrambling to become the team’s leading rusher,
piling up 1,166 yards for an unthinkable 7.6
yard per carry average. The key, find more
ways to get him the ball so he can make a
play.  RB Fitzgerald Toussaint also rushed for
514 yards and 5 TDs.

Devin Gardner, converted from receiv-
er when Robinson was injured, has com-
pleted 63% of his passes for 1,005 yards and
8 touchdowns.  For both Gardner and
Robinson their go-to receiver is WR Jeremy
Gallon who leads the team with 40 recep-
tions for 684 yards and 2 TDs.  
Of course one problem, one BIG problem

for Robinson and company is going to be a 6-7
DE for the Gamecocks named Jadaveon
Clowney.  Clowney, many feel, is the
top defensive player in the country.
He is the Defensive Player of the
Year in the SEC, won the Ted
Hendricks Award as the nation’s
best defensive end, and was a final-
ist for the Lombardi, Bednarik and
Nagurski Awards.  And why not?
Clowney was a nightmare for
opposing quarterbacks all season
notching 13 sacks, 21.5 tackles for a
loss and 50 total tackles.
And if that’s not enough, the

Gamecocks other DE Devin Taylor
added 8 TFL and 3 sacks while LB Shaq
Wilson leads the team with 77 tackles,

and FS DJ Swearinger has 70.
South Carolina isn’t just defense either.  The

Gamecocks have a strong gritty quarterback of
their own in Connor Shaw who threw for 1,732
yards completing 67.3 % of his attempts and struck
for 15 TDs.  And like Michigan, they have found a
solid backup when needed in Dylan Thompson
who showed his mettle when he started for an
injured Shaw in the Clemson game and com-
pleted 23-41 passes for 310 yards and 3 TDs.

The Gamecocks also have two quality
receivers with over 35 catches in WR Bruce
Ellington (38) and Ace Sanders (36) who combined
for more than 1,000 yards and 13 TDs.  Sanders is also
the top punt returner in the SEC and was named
Special Teams Player of the Year for the conference.

They will square-off against a Michigan defense
led by standout LB Jake Ryan who notched 84 tack-
les and 15 TFL, along with 4.5 sacks and a confer-
ence best 5 forced fumbles.  LB Kenny Demens was
just behind with 81 tackles and 6 TFL while LB
Desmond Morgan had 78 tackles and 5 TFL.
Then there is FS Thomas Gordon with 75 tackles,
4 TFL and 2 interceptions.  If you’re keeping track
that’s four players with 75 or more tackles!

Finally, both teams have quality coaching.  Brady
Hoke, in just his second season with Wolverines is 19-6,
winning 11 games in 2011 which earned him Big Ten
Coach of the Year and Maxwell Club National
Coach of the Year.  Meanwhile, Steve Spurrier 
is in his eighth season at South Carolina
where he is 65-37 and the winningest
coach in Carolina history. 

Over his coaching career he has
won a national championship, seven
SEC titles and won nearly three-
fourths of his college games with a
207-77-2 record.  He has also been
named SEC Coach of the Year
seven times.  

Yes, two Top 20 teams. Two
balanced offenses.  One of the most
exciting offensive players in the
country against maybe the best
defensive player in the country.
Yes, may just be a “humdinger”
indeed! 

The Outback Bowl has had some real nail bitters over the years, including 
the past three games that included last year’s triple overtime thriller.   



Mon-Thu: 5:30–10pm  |  Fri: 5:30–10:30pm
Sat: 5pm–10:30pm  |  Sun: 5pm–9pm

Aloha Hour Every Night 4:30-6:30pm

A visit to Tampa just isn’t complete without a visit to Roy’s.  Our unique culinary creativity and warm

Aloha Spirit are the perfect additions to any pre or post-game celebration. Whether you try our

3-Course Seasonal Prix Fixe for $36.95 or take advantage of our $6 Aloha Hour appetizers and cocktails,

no matter what the outcome of the game, you simply can’t lose.

4342 W. Boy Scout Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33607

(813) 873-7697

It’s not whether you win or lose.
It’s where you celebrate after the game that counts.
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More than 700 Outback Bowl 
supporters got to meet the head 
coaches from the University of
Michigan and University of South
Carolina at the Outback Bowl
Contract Signing Party
6th.  

After spending two hours doing
interviews with local media outlets
Gamecock Head Coach Steve Spurrier
and Wolverine Head Coach Brady
Hoke mingled with Outback Bowl
Sponsors, Club Members and their
guests in the East Club of Raymond 

James Stadium.  
Supporters also got to hear the

coaches speak while feasting on food
from Outback Steakhouse.   Jon
Gruden was on hand as well and 
fired-up about the match-up.  He 
and Mike Tirico will be in the booth
for ESPN to call the game to an 
international TV audience.

The event was capped-off with 
the coaches signing a ceremonial 
contract agreeing to play in the bowl
game on New Year’s Day.

Targeted solutions.
Fast, local decisions.
Advanced technology. 

Contact us for a consultation today. 
C1Bank.com    (877) 266-2265

Now is when.
C1 Bank is where.
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Of all the annual traditions of Outback Bowl
Week perhaps the most popular for thousands of
visiting fans is when they join the teams, college
bands, cheerleaders and local residents for
Clearwater Beach Day.  This year’s event will 
be held Sunday, December 30th and feature per-
formances by the Michigan and South Carolina
marching bands and cheerleader squads.  The day
also includes live music on stage, the Budweiser
skydiving team, a tug-of-war contest between the
cheerleading squads, and even a pie 
eating contest among fans. Fans will also
be able to take their picture in front of a
huge custom designed Outback Bowl
sand sculpture.

Dozens of visiting and local
media typically cover the event as well
with TV footage of fans enjoying the
beautiful beaches of Pinellas County
beamed throughout the country.

All the festivities take place
behind the Hilton Clearwater Beach (just
north of Pier 60) and run from 11:30 AM
to about 4:00 PM.  Fans are encouraged
to arrive early for the best parking. Food
and drinks along with bowl merchandise

will be available for purchase.  The event is cosponsored
by Visit St Pete-Clearwater, the Clearwater
Regional Chamber of Commerce, the City of
Clearwater, the Hilton Clearwater Beach, Hospice
Suncoast and the National Hospice Foundation,
Allegiant Airlines, St Pete-Clearwater International
Airport, and 95.7 The Beat FM radio.

For more information on the Outback Bowl and
Clearwater Beach Day go to www.OutbackBowl.com 
or call the Bowl office at 813-874-BOWL.

Outback Bowl fans will be able to 
rub elbows with Gamecock and
Wolverine players when they head to
Busch Gardens on Saturday, December
29th.  Each year the world famous 
theme park hosts the participating 
teams for a day at the park.

Players will mix with fans to enjoy
some of the best coasters in the world
along with shows and animal experiences.
So don’t be surprised if that big guy sitting
next to you on Sheikra with a death grip
on the handles is a famous All American
football player for one of the teams!



  

 
 

  
 

* MSRP for a 2013 E350 Sport Sedan excludes all options, taxes, title, registration, transportation charge and dealer prep. Options, model availability and 
actual dealer price may vary. 2013 E350 Sport Sedan shown at $51,720 with optional Iridium Silver metallic paint and Sport Styling Package. See dealer for 
details.  ©2012 Authorized Mercedes-Benz Dealers For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com.

With nine generations of engineering excellence, the 
Mercedes-Benz E-Class is an icon of innovation. The 2013 
E-Class is equipped with the worry-free safety of nine air 
bags and a powerful direct-injection engine. It’s engineered 
to never stop inspiring. See your authorized Mercedes-Benz 
dealer for a test drive today. MBUSA.com/E-Class

THE 2013 E-CLASS
STARTING AT 

51,000$ *

Steeped in history. 
Built for the future.
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Tens-of-thousands of Outback Bowl fans will con-
tinue the tradition of ringing in the New Year in
Tampa’s Ybor City historic district and at Channelside
Bay Plaza on December 31st.  The Outback Bowl
New Year’s Eve Parade will kick off the evening
festivities at 5:30 PM. as about fifteen high school
marching bands from around the country will join the
University Michigan and University of South
Carolina bands, as well as, numerous floats and other
units as they travel along famed 7th avenue. 

Immediately following the Parade both college
marching bands and their cheerleading squads will
then participate in a pep rally at the stage on the cor-

ner of 14th St. and 7th avenue where the
groups will take turns firing up their fans.

At the conclusion of the pep rally
bowl fans who want to continue the
party have plenty of restaurants and

other nightlife options to choose from right there 
in Ybor, or they can take a trolley ride or short drive
to the downtown waterfront for the “Light Up
Tampa Bay” celebration at Channelside Bay Plaza.
This dynamic entertainment complex on the down-
town waterfront is home to numerous restaurants 
and night clubs such as Splitsville.  The event will
also feature live entertainment throughout the night
followed by a spectacular midnight fireworks show
over the waterfront.  

Fans can also make it a special evening at the
Florida Aquarium New Year’s Aqua Eve Party
from 9:00 PM – 1:00 AM featuring food buffets, 
complimentary beer & wine, live entertainment and a
great view of the fireworks, all for one inclusive price.

The Parade & Pep Rally is sponsored by Bud
Light, 970 WFLA, 620 WDAE, 93.3 FLZ FM and
the City of Tampa.  For more information on “Light
Up Tampa Bay” at Channelside Bay Plaza call (813)
223-4250, and to purchase tickets to the Florida
Aquarium New Year’s Aqua Eve Party call (813) 
273-4000 or go online to www.FLAquarium.org. 

Outback Bowl fans will have an added treat at the game January 1st
as recording artist Darius Rucker
will sing the national anthem at
this year’s game when the No.
18 Michigan Wolverines square-
off against the No. 10 South
Carolina Gamecocks.  

Rucker became famous as
the lead singer and rhythm gui-
tarist for “Hootie & the
Blowfish” which he founded in
1986 at the University of South
Carolina along with Mark
Bryan, Jim "Soni" Sonefeld and
Dean Felber.  The band
released five studio albums with
him as a member, and charted
six top 40 hits on the Billboard
Hot 100. Rucker co-wrote the
majority of the band's songs
with the other three members

He is preparing to release
his third country album on
January 22nd for Capitol
Records Nashville titled 
True Believers.   



DECEMBER 26 TEAM WELCOME CEREMONY
& OUTBACK STEAKHOUSE TEAM DINNER

Bowl officials, city officials and media greet the participating teams as
they enjoy a private welcome dinner from Outback Steakhouse at A
La Carte Pavilion. (Invitation only)

DECEMBER 27 PLAYERS HOSPITAL VISITS
Players and coaches from both teams will brighten the day for chil-
dren at the St Joseph Children’s Hospital in Tampa (no fans please).

LADIES LUNCHEON
Spouses of both teams’ coaches will enjoy a special luncheon hosted
by Roy’s Hawaiian Cuisine Restaurant. (Private event)

DECEMBER 28 DEBARTOLO TEAM LUNCHEON
This luncheon features both teams’ official travel parties and bowl
supporters at the Tampa Convention Center in Downtown Tampa.
(Invitation only)

PLAYERS NIGHT AT SPLITSVILLE**
Join the teams as they enjoy the fun at Splitsville at Channelside.
Watch the teams compete off the field in a bowling challenge. Teams
only from 6:00-7:15 PM. Doors open to public at 7:15 P.M.

DECEMBER 29 BUSCH GARDENS 
TEAM OUTING**

Both teams and their fans will enjoy the unique blend of thrilling
rides, live shows and a premier zoo. Admission tickets are available at
buschgardens.com or at the front gate.  

DECEMBER 30 CLEARWATER BEACH DAY**
Join the school marching bands and cheerleaders as they enjoy the
sun and beaches at the Hilton Clearwater Beach Resort.  Visit St.
Pete-Clearwater, The Clearwater Regional Chamber of Commerce,
the Hilton, Suncoast Hospice, Allegiant Airlines, St Pete Clearwater
International Airport, and 95.7 the Beat Radio sponsor this fun day
which includes live music, skydivers, a tug-of-war and other contests
from 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 p.m.

METLIFE/MERCEDES BENZ GRIDIRON GALA
MetLife & Mercedes Benz host this prestigious evening for bowl VIP’s
and the college presidents and administrators at A La Carte Pavilion.
Carrabba’s Italian Grill, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar, A
La Carte Catering, Bonefish Grill & Outback Steakhouse provide a
delectable menu (By invitation only).

DECEMBER 31 OUTBACK BOWL
YOUTH FOOTBALL CLINIC – BENEFITTING

THE DEBARTOLO FAMILY FOUNDATION
This interactive, experienced based program will give youth ages 
7-14 the chance to learn football fundamentals and sportsmanship
from current and former NFL stars and expert trainers.  Proceeds 
benefit the DeBartolo Family Foundation which donates more 
than $300,000 each year to local charities.  Register online at
www.OutbackBowlYouthClinic.com

BATTLE OF THE BANDS**
If you miss the Team Day event come watch the college bands and
cheerleaders perform at Busch Gardens Theme Park.  Normal park
admission required.  The battle begins at 2:30 PM.

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
DECEMBER 31 PARADE & PEP RALLY**
Eclectic Ybor City is the site of this festive celebration featuring the
Outback Bowl New Year’s Eve Parade and a Pep Rally by the college
marching bands & cheerleaders. The parade will feature floats and at
least seventeen marching bands! This free family event is sponsored by
Bud Light, 93.3FLZ Radio, 970 WFLA and 620 WDAE Radio and the
City of Tampa. Be there early. The parade starts at 5:30 p.m. and runs
along 7th Avenue.

“LIGHT UP TAMPA BAY”**
Channelside will “Light Up Tampa Bay” on New Year’s Eve with live
entertainment and a midnight Fireworks Show and Ball Drop along
the downtown Tampa waterfront. Enjoy the numerous restaurants and
night spots at Channelside. For more information call Channelside at
(813) 223-4250. Watch the show from the Florida Aquarium New
Year’s “Aqua Eve” party featuring food buffet, drinks and live enter-
tainment for one price. Call (813) 273-4568 for tickets.

JANUARY 1 MERCEDES BENZ 
CORPORATE TENT VILLAGE

More than 4,000 Bowl sponsors and VIPs will enjoy a festive pregame
warm-up at the Outback Bowl Corporate Tent Village with a private
brunch, and entertainment near Raymond James Stadium
(Invitation only).

PREGAME BOWL BASH**
Bowl fans can warm-up for the big game with live music and a pep
rally, sponsored by Bright House Networks, Kia, Newsradio 970AM
and 620 WDAE Radio. Food & refreshments will be available for
purchase. The fun begins at 10:00 a.m. on the south plaza between
gates C & D, so come out early.

OUTBACK BOWL 2013**
The Outback Bowl matching the Michigan Wolverines against the
South Carolina Gamecocks.  Kickoff is scheduled for 1:00 PM  (Gates
open at 11:30 AM).

COCA-COLA ZERO HALFTIME SHOW
Wait until you see this colorful show featuring more than 4,000 
performers!

The Forte Group at
Morgan Stanley
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